THE FALL OF THE MONARCHY
body in great favour with the populace at the head of
affairs, as otherwise there was danger of the Revolution
coming to a halt.
"I have no more use for a dictator than for a king",
Rebecqui is reported to have replied, and Robespierre
did not press the matter further.
Once they were outside again, Panis is supposed to
have said: "You did not catch his meaning. It was
only a question of temporary authority. Robespierre
is just the man we need at the head".
To which Barbaroux: "Say no more! The Marseillais
will never bow to a dictator".
To what extent is Barbaroux—a very imaginative
young man—to be believed? He told his story at the
Convention, where Panis gave him the lie. Robespierre
dryly commented: "I like Barbaroux, he lies with such a
noble mien". Yet, it is difficult to believe that Barbaroux,
and Rebecqui, who corroborated him, wholly invented
the incident. That Robespierre made some such re-
mark is highly probable. The insurrection was directed
not only against the King, but likewise against the
Assembly, which wished to keep him in office. If it
succeeded, there would be no national governing body
whose views corresponded with those of the victors.
This situation called for a temporary dictatorship.
Barbaroux made the charge under circumstances when
any admission on Robespierre's part, however quali-
fied, would have been misconstrued. Since Barbaroux,
no doubt, somewhat distorted what had been said, it is
conceivable that Robespierre took advantage of this to
make a not very specific denial.
Still another visitor to the Duplay house on the eve
of the insurrection was Petion, who as Mayor of Paris
came to ask his friend to intervene. Petion was the most
puzzled man in Paris. He wanted to be faithful to his
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